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There were nine cc obediences/' to use the correct name,
and the girls spent a few months in each one so as to get the
widest possible experience*
The abbess's apartments (?Abbatiale) required duties
very similar to those exacted of a lady-in-waiting. Service
here, as at the Court, was honourable but very often tedious.
Helene has left us scant record of her own experience or of
her impressions.
In the Sacristy were made the vestments and the altar
linen; some of the nuns, we are told, worked like fairies
and with the help of their pupils produced real art treasures.
The girls who like Helene were not gifted with their needle
occupied themselves with the decorations or with the daily
tidying and cleaning demanded by a large church served
by four chaplains. There seems to have been plenty
of time for gossiping as nuns and girls sat over their
embroidery frames, and it is instructive to see how the
very semblance of pettiness on the part of the religious
fell distastefully even on the frivolous-minded girl and
excited scorn.
When on duty at the lodge and parlours, the girls en-
joyed ringing the complicated call-bells by which the nuns
were summoned. " Eight strokes followed by five and
then a peal" would call one to the parlour, and similar
chimes were heard throughout the day, till the schoolgkl
comments *c c'etait a n'en plus finir."
la the infirmary, the linen-room, the refectory and the
kitchen, the gkls set themselves to tasks of the most hum-
drum nature, very far from the spirit of the "playway."1
1 Professor F. Collard of the University of Louvain praised this practical training
in a conference of the Federation of Catholic Women in Brussels on October 3oth,
1930. With his speech, published under the title Comment elever nos Jettms FiJks
it is interesting to compare that made at the opening of the Lycec Moliere in
October 1880. Here the account given by H. Massalska is taken to show
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